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Standing for Right—No Matter 
What

87% to 89% of the state of Nevada is owned by 
the federal government, which is explicitly against the 
wishes of our founding fathers.  The Bundy family settled 
near Bunkerville in the 1870’s, gaining grazing and water 
rights which were passed down through the generations 
in the same way we would pass on a house to our family.

Twenty years ago the government started taking 
that land because they were fearful that the “desert 
tortoise” would go extinct with ranching activities.  In 
reality, the turtles have prospered with the cattle, and 
the government has had to kill some because of over-
population.

This is similar to what is happening in California 
where farmers are being forced off their land because 
our government has turned off their irrigation water to 
ensure the tiny delta smelt doesn’t go extinct.  Families 
are losing their farms and prices in the marketplace are 
rising because of a tiny fish.

Don Whitecar, who was on our staff for almost 20 years, started 
a church in Belize City, Central America, two years ago.  Here 
he is pictured with one of his members, Aldo Sosa, Dr. David 
Cloud, and Pastor Damron, at our annual Preaching Conference 
held the last full week of April.

Washington is going crazy, taking control of every area 
of our lives.  Citizens of states vote to outlaw homosexual 
marriage, and rogue judges overrule them.

Back to Bunkerville—Cliven Bundy said, “NO!”  Their 
family was not going to leave the land they’ve lived on for 
150 years.  These so-called laws were not passed by Con-
gress—but by some low-level bureaucrats in the Bureau of 
Land Management.  The Bundys said they would submit 
to their sheriff or state, but not some bureaucrat.  So, the 
federal government sent over 200 heavily armed BLM sol-
diers, snipers, and military helicopters.  (Every government 
agency has their own army today.  The IRS is buying up 
many millions of rounds of ammunition—why?)

When the BLM came to Bunkerville, it was reported on 
Fox News, and 3,000 cowboys and others from all over the 
country came to stand with the Bundys until the government 

All of our college teachers have advanced degrees.  Jeremiah Mitchell 
finished his Ph.D. in Bible at Bible Baptist Theological Seminary last 
summer.   He teaches Music and Speech courses in undergraduate 
studies and Bible courses in graduate studies in the college.

mailto:fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org
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forces retreated.  It’s not over, though, and in the end, Cliven 
Bundy will probably either go to prison or be killed.  But the 
point is, he is standing—and if the 52 other ranchers in their 
county would have and the hundreds of farmers in California 
would, that spirit would spread and the country we once had 
would not be destroyed.

The same thing is happening in so-called religion today.  
It is shriveling up like a slug on a hot summer morning.  The 
family unit is not recognizable.  Sodomites and females in 
barracks and combat have destroyed our military.  Our coun-
try was founded on Bible principles, and morals were judged 
by them; but today we as independent Baptists are hiding 
in the corner, making our music and services acceptable to 
the world instead of exposing the rottenness all around by 
shining the light of the Scriptures on it.  Instead of warning 
the world of its sin as Noah did, we are trying to be accepted.  
We are afraid we will be called “nuts.”

We independent Baptists are going along with the 
world instead of fighting against it as our forefathers did.  Bob 
Jones University pledged that they would never change their 
strong music standards, yet the very man who taught me 
what good music is led in the movement toward contempo-

rary music.  The school that said government accreditation 
was wicked because it put man’s approval between God 
and us is now accredited because of money.

If you are not familiar with Fairhaven Baptist College, 
get to know us.  We have fought, been jailed, and risked 
our very existence for the Bible family and are ready to do 
whatever it takes to train our young people and yours to 
stand—and lose everything, if need be—for the cause of 
Christ.

Each year in remembrance of Christ’s resurrection some of our 3rd through 6th graders put on a simple program.  
A good number of their parents who don’t usually attend come this Sunday.

“Man is not free 
unless government  

is limited.”
–Ronald Reagan
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2014Empowered Youth

November 10-13, 2014

“Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land . . .”
            Deuteronomy 1:8

Empowered Youth
November 10-13, 2014

Highlights

Morning & Evening Services
challenge and encourage teens

to serve the Lord

Fun-Filled Activities
competitive and exciting

events for the teens

Special Split Sessions
help equip teens for service

in their local church

Speech & Music Competition
sharpen skills and win trophies 

and scholarships to
Fairhaven Baptist College

►Register at www.fairhavenbaptist.org.
 On the website, you will find...
  •Schedules
  •Competition Information 
                     and Forms
  •Teen Registration Forms
  •Hotel Information

►Pre-registration cost is $60.  
   After October 11, the cost will be $70.

►Teen registration fees include meals,    
   housing, t-shirt, devotional, and all   
   activities.

►Additional fees apply for chaperones.

Don’t miss the excitement!

http://ey.fairhavenbaptist.org
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THE EFFECTS OF PRIDE
Pastor Steve Damron

“And Jesus being full of the Holy 
Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness, being 
forty days tempted of the devil. And in 
those days he did eat nothing: and when 
they were ended, he afterward hungered.  
And the devil said unto him, If thou be the 
Son of God, command this stone that it be 

made bread.  And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, 
That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
of God.  And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, 
shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment 
of time.  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give 
thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and 
to whomsoever I will I give it.  If thou therefore wilt worship 
me, all shall be thine.  And Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  
And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle 
of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down from hence:  for it is written, He shall give 
his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: and in their hands 
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. And Jesus answering said unto him, It is 
said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.  And when the 
devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him 
for a season.” Luke 4:1-14

Let’s look in the middle of this passage at verses five, 
six, and seven.  These three verses are the text for our 
message this evening.

“And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, 
shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment 
of time.  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give 
thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and 
to whomsoever I will I give it.  If thou therefore wilt worship 
me, all shall be thine.”

It is believed that this temptation took place right after 
Christ was baptized.  We know that Jesus lived in Nazareth, 
which is in the Galilee area.  Christ came down to the Jordan 
River region, and here it says that He was led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness.  There the devil came to Him after He 
was alone and without food for forty days.  I don’t know 
about all the other interpretations, but Christ does show us 
how to defeat the devil.  

We are looking at the temptation that is shown in vers-
es five, six, and seven.  The devil takes Him up into a high 
mountain and shows Christ all the kingdoms of the world in 
a moment of time.  He says, “All this power will I give thee 
and all this glory can be yours if you bow and worship me.”  
We see the devil standing before Jesus Christ, One of the 
Trinity, One of the Persons of the Godhead, and the devil 
wants Christ to worship him.  

According to Proverbs eight, we believe that Jesus 
was the One Who spoke things into existence.  He’s the 
One Who created all things.  In essence, the devil is talking 
to his Creator, saying, “All this was given to me, Jesus.  All 
this is mine, and I’ll give it to You, Jesus.  I’ll give You all 

that honor because that is given to me to do.  What do You 
have to do?... If thou, therefore, wilt worship me, all this 
shall be thine.”  In some sense, the temptation seems silly 
when we realize that Christ, as part of the Godhead, was 
in the creating business in Genesis one.  We know from I 
John 2:15, that there are three temptations—the lust of the 
eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life.  The devil 
was attacking Christ with the pride of life, and this is what 
we want to look at tonight.  

It’s an age-old battle.  Jesus, standing high on this 
mountain, probably thought back to the beginning of time 
and remembered creating Lucifer, this glorious angel.  Many 
believe that Lucifer was in charge of the music and bring-
ing praise to the Godhead.  I’m sure He thought of when 
Lucifer, in his pride said, “Now, why can’t I have worship?”  
The devil was cast out of heaven. Now, thousands of years 
later, high in a mountain, this fallen angel stands before his 
Creator and says, “This was given to me.  Just bow down 
and worship me.”  It seemed silly.  

It seems just as silly today because the pride in our 
heart works the same way, and it makes fools out of us.  It 
makes us silly people.  You get caught up in your pride.  A   
lady came to her pastor one day.  He had preached on pride, 
and she had been convicted of it.  After the service, she wait-
ed in the foyer for the pastor.  She told him that she was in 
great distress of mind, and that his message had convicted 
her.  She just wanted to confess that she had been trying to 
overcome her pride.  The minister said, “Well, what do you 
mean by this sin of pride?”  She said, “Well, I sat before my 
mirror for an hour some days ago admiring my beauty.”  The 
pastor looked at her and said, “Ma’am, that’s not the sin of 
pride.  That’s the sin of imagination.”

Many times we are foolish.  During John F. Kennedy’s 
lifetime, he was served a big slice of humble pie.  As pres-
ident, he concluded his speech at the Berlin Wall in 1963, 
trying to say, “I, too, am a Berliner.”  However, in the German 
language there is a slight variation of the word “Berliner” 
which means something completely different.  At this mo-
mentous point in his life, he said, “I, too, am a jelly donut.”  

First, I want to look at the forms of pride.  What are 
some of the forms of pride?  Pharaoh shows us that pride 
is haughtiness in the face of God.  In the book of Exodus, 
Pharaoh said over and over, “Who is the Lord?  Who is 
He?”  Over and over Moses and Aaron would come in and 
Pharaoh would say, “Who is that?”  We look at Pharaoh and 
say, “Boy, he sure was haughty.”  Even when I read it now, 
I think, “What haughtiness!”  I know he was Pharaoh, and I 
know he conquered the world, but he is talking to God here.  

What about us?  Are we haughty to God when He tugs 
on our heart?  The Spirit of God says, “Change this, or it 
will ruin you.”  We flaunt our spiritual muscles, and put our 
spiritual nose up in the air, and say, “Who is God?  Why is 
He telling me to do that?”  He is God.  He’s your Saviour.  
He’s your Lord, He’s your King, and we need to bow before 
Him.  How many families, how many young people, how 
many children, how many college students, have listened 
to their haughtiness?  They listened to that person inside 



5

Continued on p. 6

who lifted himself up against God.  God put His finger on 
something, and they didn’t like it.  

What other form of pride do we see?  In the Bible, we 
see a haughtiness in the face of sin.  It  is very clearly shown 
to us in Samson.  In a somewhat sinister way, Samson said, 
“Hey, bind me, bind me.”  But, now it is too late.  He was just 
toying with sin.  He had haughtiness in the face of sin.  Many 
of us are not scared of sin.  We play with it, and that razor 
of pride comes and shaves our power away.  It shaves our 
close relationship with the Lord, it shaves our love for lost 
souls.  All of a sudden, the Bible says, “…he wist not that 
the LORD was departed from him.”  You may be sitting here 
and have been sitting here for a long time, and you don’t 
even know that the Holy Spirit hasn’t been in contact with 
you for a long time.  You have haughtiness in the face of sin.

What else do we see?  In I Samuel 15, we see haugh-
tiness in the face of God’s man.  In I Samuel 15, Saul had 
been given instructions by the man of God to utterly destroy 
the Amalekites.  Saul was satisfied with partial obedience, 
but not complete obedience. He had haughtiness in the 
face of God’s man, and what happened?  The kingdom was 
ripped from his hands.  It was pulled away.  This is the result 
of haughtiness in the face of God’s man.  You lose out in 
blessings for you, your family, and your ministries.  

In Luke 18, we see another form of pride.  We see two 
people coming to the temple and praying to God.  One man 
is bowed.  He must have been hunched over.  The burden of 
sin was upon him.  He said, “O God, help me.  I’m wicked.  
I’m a sinner.”  We see another man standing next to him, and 
he says, “Thank you, Lord, that I’m not like this publican.”  
He had a haughtiness in the face of other sinners.  

Spurgeon said, 
“None have more pride than those who dream that they 

don’t.  You may labor against vain glory until you conceive 
that you are humble, and the fond conceit of your humility 
will prove to be pride in full bloom.  It aids humility full well 
and is then most truly pride.  Pride is a sin with a thousand 
lives, it seems impossible to kill it.  It flourished on that which 
should be its poison, glorying in its shame.  It is a sin with a 
thousand shapes.  By perpetual change it escapes capture.  
It seems impossible to hold it.  The vapory imp slips from 
you, only to appear in another form and to mock your fruit-
less pursuit.  To die to self, one would need to die himself.”

What is Spurgeon saying?  There is a false, or fake, 
humility.  “Well you know me.  You know I’m just nothing.  
I’m just nothing.”  But it sure seems that you’re proud about 
that nothing.  In the face of other sinners, we say we have 
nothing, but when it comes to our children, “Well, are you 
saying my child sinned?  I mean, don’t you know, don’t you 
know that he’s a Damron?”  He’s a sinner. They are sinners, 
and I’m a sinner.  You say, “Don’t just treat me like some 
vagabond.  Don’t treat me like some un-churched person.  
I’ve been in this church for 25 years!”  Yes, we should realize 
after that amount of time that we’re nothing.  It’s amazing.  
We’re haughty in the face of other sinners.  You condemn 
the Pharisees looking down at those publicans, but you do 
the same thing.  

Proverbs 16:5 tells us the fate of pride. “Every one that 
is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord; though hand 
join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.”  Think of Nebu-

chadnezzar.  Remember when he was warned by Daniel, 
“Someday you’re going to walk out and you’re going to say, 
‘All this Babylon I made.’” Can you see him?  Here’s the king, 
he was the greatest.  Babylon was the greatest at the time.  
They had destroyed all, and he ruled the world.  Now here 
he is on all fours, out in his yard.  He is utterly insane.  He 
has claws and feathers.  

You can be haughty in the face of sin, but punishment 
is sure.  Ask Samson as he grinds in the dungeon.  Ask him 
as they take those hot pokers, and are drawing them closer 
and closer to his eyes.  “Samson, is it sure?  Can I get away 
with being haughty?”  Ask him as he blindly is being led, 
and he tries to feel for those pillars and he cries out to God, 
“Just one more time, God.  I’m humble now.  Give me that 
power one more time.”  Punishment is sure, and punishment 
is severe.  It crushes completely.  We need to understand 
that when we take on these forms of pride, the fate of pride 
is sure and severe.  

Our text passage was written for us to see that we can 
have victory over pride.  Two things can help us in defeat-
ing pride. First, you need to recognize the source of pride.  
Remember when Peter was with Christ as He spoke about 
going to the cross?  He was going to die, and He was trying 
to explain what would happen to the disciples.  Peter rose 
up and said, “Lord, I will never deny you.  You’re not going 
to do that.  I will never do that.”  And what happened?  Jesus 
turned around and rebuked Satan.  He rebuked Satan.  “Get 
thee behind me,… Peter?”  No, he said, “…Satan.”   

You need to recognize the source of pride.  Any time 
we think that we are not getting recognized as we should, 
push it down.  Satan is there.  He is around somewhere 
trying to get you discontented, discouraged, or dissatisfied 
with the Christian life.  Mark it down, Satan is always there.  
He is talking to you.  He is trying to get you stirred up.  We’ve 
got to understand that Satan from the beginning of time has 
said, “I need more.” 

Even in our text passage, Luke four, what did the devil 
use over and over in his talk to Jesus Christ?  I…, me…, 
thine…it’s always been about him.  It’s always been, “I need 
to be on the throne.”  Recognizing the source of pride, and 
that it is Satan, will help us fight and have victory over pride.  
We need to get away from him, flee him.  “Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.”  We need to recognize self and 
the way that Satan will use our own selfish pride against a 
good Christian walk.  

Spurgeon says this about self, “Self-sufficiency is 
inefficiency.  The fullness of self is a double emptiness.  
He that has no sense of weakness has a weakness in his 
sense…any man that God uses for a great purpose will be 
so emptied out that he will wonder that ever God uses him 
in the least degree.  He will be ready to hide his head and 
long to get out of public notice because he will feel himself 
to be utterly unworthy of the favor that God manifests toward 
him.”  That’s the right attitude toward self-sufficiency.  

I Corinthians 4:7, “For who maketh thee to differ from 
another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou 
hadst not received it?”   We need to recognize that in us 
“dwelleth no good thing.”  We have to believe the Scripture.  
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Sermon...from page 5

Psalm 139:23, 24, “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

We should come before God and say, “Search me.”  
Why?  I need the searchlight on.  I need it shining on me.  
Why?  Because inside is wickedness.  There are wicked 
ways inside me.  Jeremiah says this in Jeremiah 17:5, “Thus 
saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the 
LORD. For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall 
not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched 
places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose 
hope the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the 
waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river,…”

And right after that phrase he says, “The heart is de-
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can 
know it?”  We can trust in the Lord, but we can’t trust our 
heart.  No, I’ve got to recognize the source of pride, and I’ve 
got to recognize self.  Paul, of all people, should have lifted 
himself up.  “Look at me, a Hebrew of the Hebrews.  I am 
zealous.”  But what did he say?  “I keep under my body,… 
I die daily…I am crucified with Christ.”  

Why did Paul over and over instruct us to watch out for 
self?  Because Paul, sitting there in the prison was thinking, 
“I was a good person, I’ve done good, I was zealous.”  God 
said, “Wait a minute, there’s nothing good in you, Paul.”  “But 
I’ve been writing these books and I’m trying to instruct these 
people,” and God says, “There’s nothing good in you, Paul.”  
Today the same message comes through to us.  We may 
sit there and say, “I was out on the bus route all weekend, 
I’ve been working here at the church, and my kids seem to 
be doing okay…”  There’s nothing good in us.  All the glory 
needs to go to the Lord.  All the glory goes to the Lord.  

What about pride in our lives?  How is it working in 
your heart?  Where is it showing itself?  Is there haughtiness 
in the face of God’s man, in the face of God, or in the face 
of sinners?  Is there haughtiness in the face of sin?  Do 
you understand that pride and the fate of it is sure and it is 
severe?  The punishment will be horrible.  Are you willing 
to work at defeating it?  

If we look at Christ, we will understand the right per-
spective of self.  What was His pride in birth?  In Matthew 
13 they said, “Is not this the carpenter’s son?”  What about 
the pride in His wealth?  In Matthew chapter 8, the Bible 
says, “…but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”  
What about His personal appearance?  Isaiah said, “…he 
hath no form nor comeliness...”  What about His reputation?   
Philippians 2 says, “…But made himself of no reputation…”  
What about superiority?—He was God the Son.  He said, 
“…I am among you as he that serveth,” in Luke 22.  What 
about His ability?  He said in John 5, “I can of mine own self 
do nothing…”  What about His will?  In John 5, “…I seek 
not mine own will...”  

Christ is a pretty good example of humility, of a hum-
ble person.  Why don’t we reach His level?  How do we get 
there?  You have to push yourself down.  Jesus said, “He 
that is greatest of all will be the servant of all.”  If you want to 

be great in God’s eyes, start serving.  Put that pride under.  
It’s not about position.  Jesus takes up that basin and rag 
and starts washing His disciples’ feet.  Why?  We know Je-
sus was great, and He came here to serve.  He came here 
to show us, as an example, that we need to serve and put 
ourselves under.  We go back to our text passage in Luke 
four.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, “Get thee 
behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”

MEET A FAIRHAVEN STUDENT

Pastor Billy Smith was one of our first students 38 years ago.  He now 
has a church in Traverse City, Michigan, the town he grew up in.  This 
May his son, Jonathan, graduated.

Jonathan Smith is enrolled in the Master of Arts in 
Bible program at Fairhaven Baptist College.  He graduated 
in May with an undergraduate degree in Pastoral Theology.  
His father, Pastor Bill Smith, graduated from Fairhaven in 
the early 80s and served in a ministry in Pennsylvania, then 
later started Zion Baptist Church, which is striving to reach 
the Traverse City area of Michigan with the gospel.  

In the Master’s program, Jonathan will complete ten 
classes (totaling 30 credit hours) of intense Bible study.  In 
addition to several thoroughly qualified teachers from the 
staff of Fairhaven, the Master’s program includes courses 
by Dr. Thomas Strouse of the Bible Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Cromwell, Connecticut.  Another guest lecturer 
for our graduate students is Dr. David Cloud, prolific author 
and editor of the Way of Life literature ministry.  Students 
find the research and projects both rigorous and rewarding. 

Of course, graduate school is not an excuse to sit on 
the sidelines or “hunker down” in the corner of a library for 
a couple of years.  Our graduate students remain active in 
the ministries of their local churches, immediately applying 
the principles and practices they are learning from Scripture.  

While some would say that the extra education is a 
sacrifice of both time and money, we see it as an invest-
ment.  We advise our students not to “rush” the preparation 
portion of their lives, but rather to realize that “preparation 
is ministry.”  Please pray for Jonathan and others who are 
continuing their education while serving God.
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THE BIBLE IN OUR SOCIETY
by Pastor Steve Damron

“For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your 
faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to 
speak any thing.”  I Thessalonians 1:8  

“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord 
may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with 
you.”  II Thessalonians 3:1  

“But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this 
is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”  
I Peter 1:25  

The word Bible is derived from the word “byblos.”  It 
is a Greek word which means “book.”  The expressions 
“bibliotheca” and “divina bibliotheca” were also used, and 
both mean “godly collection of books.”  The Bible was also 
called “Scripture,” “the Scriptures,” “the Holy Scriptures,” 
“the Books” and the Jews called them “the Law and the 
Prophets.”  As a Christian, I believe the Bible is the Word 
of the Lord.  Paul in Thessalonians relayed this to us, and 
Peter told us that the Word of the Lord would endure “for 
ever.”  I would like for us to consider the importance of the 
Bible in our society.  

What is the Bible to us in America?  Is it just another 
book or is it very crucial to our well-being as a nation?  Con-
sider a few Scripture accounts and then look at many of the 
early documents of America and statements of Americans 
in the late 1700s and throughout the 1800s.

“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by 
taking heed thereto according to thy word.”  Psalm 119:9  

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee.”  Psalm 119:11  

“I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy 
word.”  Psalm 119:16  

“My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me 
according to thy word.”  Psalm 119:25  

“My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me 
according unto thy word.”  Psalm 119:28  

“Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to 
thy fear.”  Psalm 119:38  

“So shall I have wherewith to answer him that re-
proacheth me: for I trust in thy word.”  Psalm 119:42 

 “This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath 
quickened me.”  Psalm119:50  

“My soul fainteth for thy salvation: but I hope in thy 
word.”  Psalm119:81  

ARE YOU TIRED 
OF THE CHANGE 

WE SEE ALL AROUND US?

 In politics?  In morals?  And, in our independent 
Baptist colleges and churches?  Universities that pledged 

they would never change their standards, especially in 
music, have done so.  Many schools stated emphatically 
that they would never be accredited, but they are now 
because of  money.  People don’t know whom to trust.

If  you are not familiar with Fairhaven Baptist College, 
we would like to introduce ourselves. 

1-800-SEE-FHBC • admissions@fairhavenbaptist.org
www.fairhavenbaptistcollege.org 

FAIRHAVEN
BAPTIST COLLEGE

http://www.fairhavenbaptistcollege.org
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The Bible...from page 7

We see many applications of God’s Word to the be-
liever in Psalm 119.  Many other verses as well describe the 
benefit of the Word of God in just this Psalm.  How, then, can 
we as Christians stay so far away from the Word of God?  
The average Christian would not miss a beat if his Bible 
were taken away.  He might miss some special moments 
of reading the Word, but in practice, the average Christian 
is already acting without guidance from the Word of God.  

Recently, a Florida middle school was pressured to 
switch its policy on the Bible and started allowing their 
students to read the Bible in their free time.  This is when I 
started thinking about the idea of the Bible being removed 
from our society.  Most Christians do not need a ban on 
reading the Word of God.  They have a self-imposed ban 
already in place in their own hearts.   

“And the word of God increased; and the number of 
the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great 
company of the priests were obedient to the faith.”  Acts 6:7  

“But the word of God grew and multiplied.”  Acts 12:24  
“So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.”  

Acts 19:20  
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God.”  Romans 10:17  
These verses intrigue me as I look at the impact of 

the Word of God.  In the book of Acts we see the Word of 
God increase.  Normally we look at the numbers of revival 
meeting attendees or how many people came to know the 
Lord as Savior, but many times in the book of Acts, we see 
the phrase, “the word of God multiplied.”  

This is vivid imagery.  It gives the picture of maturing 
and establishing the believers who were saved and the 
churches that were started.  Can we honestly say that the 
Word of God is growing and multiplying in our churches?  In 
Romans 10:17, we see that if the Word of God is belittled 
by a believer then it is sure that their faith is small.  The Bi-
ble clearly indicates to us that through reading, meditating, 
preaching, and loving the Word of the Lord, we as believers 
will increase and mature into what God has designed for 
us to be.  

Secondly, let’s look at the Bible in our society.  We 
swear on Bibles in court; we discover them in our hotel and 
hospital rooms. We can read them on CD-ROM, and we 
can find thousands of sites dedicated to the Holy Book on 
the Internet.  It is reported by many as the bestselling book 
of all time.  Around 80 percent of Americans in a national 
survey commissioned by Tyndale House Publishers named 
the Bible as the most influential book in human history. 

A 1993 Decima Research Report to the Canadian 
Bible Society found that 91 percent of Canadians identify 
themselves as belonging to a Christian religious group. Of 
those, 84 percent said they have a Bible in their homes, 
and more than half agreed that the Bible is the single most 
important book in Western culture. 

So in North America we see that even up to around 
the year 2000, the Bible was still important enough to have 
one in almost 75 percent of homes.  

Look at some quotes from the early men in our nation’s 
history.

“My only hope of salvation is in the infinite, transcen-
dent love of God manifested to the world by the death of 
His Son upon the cross.  Nothing but His blood will wash 
away my sins.  I rely exclusively upon it.  Come, Lord Jesus!  
Come quickly!” ~ Benjamin Rush, Signer of the Declaration 
of Independence

“The general principles upon which the Fathers 
achieved independence were the general principles of 
Christianity…I will avow that I believed and now believe that 
those general principles of Christianity are as eternal and 
immutable as the existence and attributes of God.” ~ John 
Adams, Second President

“He who made all men hath made the truths necessary 
to human happiness obvious to all…Our forefathers opened 
the Bible to all.”   ~ Samuel Adams, Signer of the Declaration 
of Independence

“It cannot be emphasized too clearly and too often that 
this nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Chris-
tians; not on religion, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ.” ~ 
Attributed to Patrick Henry, Governor of Virginia

“Providence has given to our people the choice of their 
rulers, and it is the duty, as well as the privilege and interest 
of our Christian nation, to select and prefer Christians for 
their rulers.” ~ John Jay, First Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court

“Without morals a republic cannot subsist any length of 
time; they therefore who are decrying the Christian religion, 
whose morality is so sublime and pure…are undermining 
the solid foundation of morals, the best security for the 
duration of free governments.” ~ Charles Carroll, Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence

We could list many other examples of men in the early 
developmental years of our nation.  Any historian is amazed 
at the uniqueness of our country, but then others step in and 
devalue the importance of the Bible in our society.  There 
are not many societies that we can look to as a model for 
building a nation.  

Dr. Don Strange from Fort Myers, Florida, preached at our Graduation 
service this spring.  As young men, he and Roger Voegtlin started 
out as classmates, and after decades of service for God continue 
as friends.
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Continued on p. 10

Let’s look at one serious area where removing the 
Bible in our society has resulted in devastation.  In Arizona, 
an iguana is considered an endangered species.  There is a 
$500 fine for destroying an iguana egg.  In Florida, you can 
go to the beach and be fined $20,000 and be put in prison 
for a year for taking one sea turtle egg from the nest.  It is 
a $5,000 fine and a possible year in prison for breaking 
an eagle’s egg. Why are these fines in place? As a culture 
and in our legal systems, we recognize that life begins be-
fore the egg is hatched. How silly that we have protected 
the animals and have rejected the Keeper of the animals.  
Where would we get this principle of stewardship over the 
animal kingdom?  The Bible shows us this in the book of 
Genesis.  Rejecting God’s Word, scientists in America can 
deduce when a turtle is born but cannot determine if human 
life is worth saving.  

Here is a quote by Sam Adams on the loss of virtue.  
He was the great American patriot accused by King George 
III of being “the chief rabble-rouser” of American indepen-
dence.  Adams wrote in a letter to James Warren in  1779:

“A general dissolution of principles and manners will 
more surely overthrow the liberties of America than the 
whole force of the common enemy. While the people are 
virtuous they cannot be subdued; but when once they lose 
their virtue, they will be ready to surrender their liberties to 
the first external or internal invader.  How necessary then 
is it for those who are determined to transmit the blessings 
of liberty as a fair inheritance to posterity, to associate on 
public principles in support of public virtue.”

Churches in America have let the Bible be taken away 
from us.  It has been devalued, scoffed at, and torn apart.  
We have silly so-called “Bibles” that take God’s wonderful 
and powerful message to us and make it nothing more than a 
Dr. Seuss story.  We must get back to the Bible being preem-
inent in our lives.  Benjamin Rush, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence said this in regards to politics:

“I have been alternately called an aristocrat and a 
democrat. I am now neither. I am a Christocrat. I believe all 
power, whether hereditary or elective, will always fail of pro-
ducing order and happiness in the hands of man.  He alone 
who created and redeemed man is qualified to govern him.”  

We are proud of our graduates serving the Lord faithfully all over the 
world.  There is great fellowship and many renewed friendships each 
year at our Alumni Breakfast.

GRADUATES AROUND THE WORLD
The 37th year of Fairhaven Baptist College is “in the 

books,” and as always, this year’s graduates have launched 
out around the country and beyond to serve the Lord.  Dan-
iel McGovern, whose father is a missionary to Papua New 
Guinea, moved to Maine to serve as an assistant to Pastor 
Mitch Bickford in Lee Baptist Church.  Matthew Morgan re-
turned home to assist his father’s church in Ontario.  Caleb 
Smith, whose father, Mike, is a missionary to Estonia, was 
married just after May’s graduation and moved to southern 
California to work at West Coast Baptist Church, pastored 
by Phil Clark.  

Rachel Fruchey, from Lima Ohio, will teach this fall 
at Ottawa County Christian Academy in Oak Harbor, Ohio.  
Adrianna Collins came to Fairhaven from North Columbus 
Baptist Church in Ohio, pastored by Dan Wolvin.  Recently 

Excerpts from Home-Making
by Rev. J. R. Miller, D. D. (Originally published in 1882)

The Husband’s Part
Part I

In home-making each member of the family has a part, 
and the fullest happiness and blessedness of the home can 
be attained only when each one’s part is faithfully fulfilled. If 
any one member of the family fails in love or duty, the failure 
mars the whole household life, just as one discordant voice 
in a company of singers spoils the music, though all the 
others sing in perfect accord.

One person cannot alone make a home what it ought 
to be, what it might be.  One sweet spirit may spread through 
the home the odors of love, even though among the other 
members there are bitterness and strife, just as one fragrant 
flower may spread through a hedge of thorns a breath of 
perfume.  The influence of one gentle and unselfish life 
may also in time soften rudeness and melt selfishness, and 
pervade the home-life with the blessedness of love.  Yet 
still it is true that no one member of a household can make 
the household life full and complete.  Each must do a part.  
The husband has a part, all his own, which no other one 
can do; the wife has a part; the children, the brothers, the 

she accepted a position to teach in a Christian school in 
Killeen, Texas.  Three weeks after graduation, John Kuhn 
and his family relocated to Lyons, New York, where he will 
assist Pastor Rodger Bottrell at Maranatha Baptist Church.  
In addition, graduates have returned home to work with their 
pastors at their home churches.  

Young men who have not yet graduated are often 
asked to consider summer internships.  Belize, Central 
America, and Ogden, Utah, are two of the places where 
present students are interning this summer, receiving in-
valuable “hands-on” experience.  

Please continue to pray for these and all of our 
graduates around the world.  The one desire of the staff 
of Fairhaven Baptist College is to be steadfast in assisting 
the training of surrendered servants for the work of the Lord 
throughout America and around the world.
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Husbands...from page 9

sisters—each has his own part.  Just as the different parts 
in music combine to produce harmony that pleases the ear, 
or as the artist’s colors combine on his canvas to please the 
eye, or as the different parts of a machine work together 
to produce some effect of power, of motion, of delicacy of 
skill; so when each member of the family is faithful in every 
duty and responsibility the result will be harmony, joy and 
blessedness.

What is the husband’s part?  How does the word of 
God define his duties as a husband?  What is involved in 
his part of the marriage relation?  What does he owe to his 
wife?  When he stands at the marriage altar and takes the 
hand of his bride in his and makes solemn vows and pledges 
in the presence of God and of human witnesses, what is it 
that he engages to do?

There is one word that covers all—the word love.  
“Husbands, love your wives,” comes the command, with 
all divine authority, from the Holy Scriptures.  The counsel 
is very short, but it grows exceedingly long when it is fully 
accepted and observed.

The art of the photographer is now so perfect that he 
can take the whole face of a great city newspaper on a plate 
small enough to be worn in a little pin; yet as you look at 
it under the microscope you find that every word is there, 
every point and mark.  So in this word “love” we have a 
whole volume of thoughts and suggestions of life and duty 
crowded; and as we study it closely and carefully every one 
of them appears distinctly and clearly written out.  What are 
some of the things that are embraced in a husband’s love?

One is fondness, affectionate regard.  When a man 
offers his hand in marriage to a woman he says by his act 
that his heart has made choice of her among all women, that 
he has for her a deeper and tenderer affection than for any 
other.  At the marriage altar he solemnly pledges to her a 
continuance of that love until death.  When the beauty has 
faded from her face and the lustre from her eyes, when old 
age has brought wrinkles, or when sickness, care or sorrow 
has left marks of wasting or marring, the faithful husband’s 
love is to remain deep and true as ever.  His heart is still 
to choose his wife among all women and to find its truest 
delight in her.

But the word implies more than mere emotional fond-
ness.  The Scriptures give the measure of the love which 
husbands are to bear to their wives:  “Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the Church and gave him-
self for it.”  There is no earthly line long enough to fathom 
the depths of Christ’s love for his Church, and no mortal 
can love in the same degree; yet in so far as that love can 
be repeated on earth every husband is required to repeat 
it.  Christ gave himself for his Church; the husband is to 
give himself, to deny himself, utterly to forget himself, in 
simple and wholehearted devotion to his wife.  In the true 
husband who realizes all that this divine command involves, 
selfishness dies at the marriage altar.  He thinks no longer 
of his own comfort, but of his wife’s.  He takes the storm 
himself and shelters her from its blast.  He toils to support 
her.  He denies himself that he may bring new pleasures 
and comforts to her.  He counts no sacrifice too great to be 
made which will bring benefit to her.

There is something very sacred and almost awe-in-
spiring in the act by which a wife, at her entrance into the 
marriage state, confides all the interests of her life to the 
hands of him whom she accepts as her husband.  She 
leaves father and mother and the home of her childhood.  
She severs all the ties that bound her to her old life.  She 
gives up the friends and the friendships of her youth.  She 
cuts herself off from the sources of happiness to which she 
has been accustomed to turn.  She looks up into the face 
of him who has asked her to be his wife, and with trembling 
heart yet with quiet confidence she entrusts to him and to 
his keeping all the sacred interests of her life.  It is a holy 
trust which he receives when she thus commits herself to 
his hands.  It is the lifelong happiness of a tender human 
heart capable of ineffable joy or unmeasured misery.  It is 
the whole future well-being of a life which may be fashioned 
into the image of Christ, or marred and its beauty shattered 
forever....

...The wife yields all up to the husband, gives herself in 
the fullest, completest sense.  Will he be faithful to the holy 
trust reposed in his hands?  Will he love her with an unde-
caying love?  Will he shelter her from the blast and protect 
her in the day of peril?  Will he cherish her happiness as a 
precious jewel, bearing all things, enduring all things, for her 
sake?  Will he seek her highest good, help her to build up 
in herself the noblest womanhood?  Is he worthy to receive 
into his keeping all that her confiding love lays at his feet?  
Will he be true to his trust forever?... 

...It is solemn thing for any man to assume such a trust 
and take a life—a gentle, delicate, confiding young life—into 
his keeping, to cherish, to shelter, to bless, until death either 
takes the trust out of his hands or strikes him down.

Alas how many never realize the sacredness of the 
responsibility they so lightly assume! How many fail, too, 
to keep the holy trust!  How many trample with rude feet 
upon the delicate lives they swore at the altar to defend and 
cherish till death!  How many let selfishness rule instead of 
love!  How many fail to answer the needs of the tender hearts 
they have pledged themselves to fill and satisfy with love!  
Every husband should understand that when a woman, the 
woman of his own free and deliberate choice, places her 
hand in his and thus becomes his wife, she has taken her 
life, with all its hopes and fears, all its possibilities of joy or 
sorrow, all its capacity for development, all its tender and 
sacred interests, and placed it in his hand, and that he is 
under the most solemn obligations to do all in his power to 
make that life happy, beautiful, noble and blessed.  To do this 
he must be ready to make any personal sacrifice.  Nothing 
less than this can be implied in loving as Christ loved his 
Church when he gave himself for it.

This love implies the utmost gentleness in manner.  
One may be very faithful and true and yet lack that affec-
tionateness in speech and act which has such power to 
satisfy the heart.  One of the special Scripture admonitions 
to husbands is that they love their wives and be not bitter 
against them.  It is a counsel against all display of ill-temper, 
all bitter feelings as well as angry words and unkind acts.  
The teaching of the passage strictly interpreted is that all 
bitterness should be suppressed in the very workings of the 
heart and changed into sweetness.
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Are all husbands blameless in this respect?  Are there 
none who are sometimes bitter against their wives?  Are 
there none who sometimes speak sharp words that strike 
and sting like arrows in their hearts?  It must be in thought-
lessness, for no true man who really loves his wife would 
intentionally cause her pain…

…The trouble is that men fall into free and careless 
habits at home.  They are not so in society; they are gentle 
to other women.  They pride themselves on their thought-
fulness. They are careful not even by tone or look to hurt a 
sensitive spirit.  But at home too often they are rude, careless 
in speech and heedless of the effect of their words and ac-
tions.  They blurt out in their own houses the ill-humor they 
have suppressed all day on the street.  They answer proper 
questions in an irritated tone.  They speak impatiently on the 
slightest provocation.  They are sullen, morose and unsocial.  
They forget that their own wives are women with gentle 
spirits, easily hurt.  A man thinks that because a woman is 
his wife she should understand him, that she should know 
that he loves her even if he is rude to her; that she should 
not mind anything he says or does, even if it is something 
that would sorely hurt or offend any other woman.

There never was a falser premise than this.  Just be-
cause she is his wife he owes her the loftiest courtesy that 
is in his nature to pay.  There is no other woman in all the 
world that feels so keenly the sting of sharp or thoughtless 
words from his lips as his own wife, and there is no other 
of whose feelings he should be so careful and whom he 
should so grieve to hurt.  No other has the claim upon his 
thoughtfulness and affection that she has.  Love gives no 
license for rudeness or incivility to the one who is loved.  The 
closer the relationship, the more are hearts pained by any 
look, tone, gesture or word that tells of bitterness or even 
of thoughtlessness.

But it is not enough that men be not bitter against their 
wives.  The mere absence of a fault or vice is not a virtue.  
Silence is no doubt better than bitterness.  Even stateliness, 
though cold as a marble statue, is possibly better than rude-
ness.  A garden without weeds, though having neither plant 
nor flower, is better than a patch of weeds; but a garden 
beautiful and fragrant with flowers is better still.  It is a step 
in the right direction when a husband is not bitter against 
his wife, and it is a good deal farther in the right direction 
when instead of being bitter, his words and acts and whole 
bearing are characterized by gentleness and affectionate-
ness.  There are men who speak no bitter words, no sharp 
petulant words, and yet but few kindly, tender words fall from 
their lips.  The old warmth of the lover and the newly-wed 
husband has died out and the speech is business-like and 
cold.  No one needs to be told that there is nothing in such 
a bearing to satisfy a heart that craves the richest things 
true love can give.

Words seem little things, so fleeting and evanescent 
that apparently it cannot matter much of what sort they are.  
They are so easily spoken that we forget what power they 
have to give pleasure or pain.  They seem so swiftly gone 
that we forget they do not go away at all, but linger either 
like barbed arrows in the heart where they struck, or like 
fragrant flowers distilling perfume.  They seem so powerless 
for good or ill, and we do not remember that they either tear 

down or build up fair fabrics of joy and peace in the souls of 
those to whom we speak.... 

...While gentleness should always mark a husband’s 
bearing toward his wife, there are occasions which call 
for peculiar thoughtfulness and sympathetic expression.  
Sometimes she is very weary.  The cares of the day have 
been unusually trying.  Matters have not gone smoothly at 
home.  Her quivering nerves have been sorely overtaxed.  
She has heard sad news.  A child has been sick all day, or, 
worse still, has by some disobedience or some wrongdoing 
almost broken her heart.  What is a husband’s part at such 
times?  Surely if he is capable of tenderness he will allow it 
now.  He will not utter a word to add to the load the overbur-
dened spirit is already carrying.  He will seek rather by every 
thoughtful help his love can give to lighten the burden, to 
quiet the trembling heart and to impart strength and peace.

In walking on the street one day in a violent and sudden 
storm, as I was passing under a tree, a weary bird fluttered 
down from among the branches, and alighting on my bosom 
crept under my coat.  It was seeking a refuge from the fierce 
storm.  Every wife should know that she will always find in 
her husband’s love a safe and quiet refuge when she is per-
plexed or tried.  She should be sure that he will understand 
her, that he will deal most gently with her, that he will give 
his own strength to shelter her, that he will impart of his own 
life to build up the waste in hers.  She should never have 
to doubt that he will sympathize with her in whatever it may 
be that tries her.  She should never have to fear repulse or 
coldness or rebuke when she flees to him for shelter.  What 
Christ is to his people in their weariness, their sorrow, their 
pain, their alarm, every husband in his own little measure 
should be to his own wife.

There is one place where we shall remember every 
unkindness and every neglect shown to those who lean 
upon us for support and for sympathy, and then the pain will 
be ours if we have failed in tenderness. Ruskin says:  “He 
who has once stood beside the grave, to look back upon 
the companion on whom it has been forever closed, feeling 
how impotent there is the wild love or the keen sorrow to 
give one instant’s pleasure to the pulseless heart, or atone 
in the lowest measure to the departed spirit for the hour of 
unkindness, will scarcely for the future incur that debt to the 
heart which can only be discharged to the dust.”  Yet how 
slow we all are to learn this lesson!

It is of little avail to bring flowers to a wife’s coffin when 
you failed to strew flowers on the path while her weary feet 
were painfully walking over it.  It is of little avail to speak her 
praises now in every ear, to recount her excellences and 
dwell upon her virtues, when in her lifetime you never found 
a word of praise for her own ears, nor a loving compliment 
nor any token to show to her how much you prized her....

...The time to show love’s tenderness is when it is 
needed; if we have failed then, the duty never can be 
rendered at all.  No after-atonement of lavish affection can 
brighten the hours that were left unbrightened in passing, 
or lighten the burdens that were left unlightened when the 
weary spirit was bowing under them.

—To be continued
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OUR SCHEDULE

SUNDAY SCHOOL .................. 9:45 a.m.
PREACHING SERVICE ........ 10:45 a.m.
EVENING SERVICE ................ 5:30 p.m.
THURSDAY SERVICE ............ 7:00 p.m.

From Fairhaven’s Pulpit
      Am I a soldier of the cross?
           A foll’wer of the Lamb?
     And shall I fear to own His cause
          Or blush to speak His name?

        Must I be carried to the skies 
                On flow’ry beds of ease,
       While others fought to win the prize
              And sailed thru bloody seas?

        Sure I must fight if I would reign– 
               Increase my courage, Lord!
        I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain,
              Supported by Thy Word.

Oh, how we need more soldiers in the army of the 
Lord!  Soldiers... who will stand and not bend to the pres-
sures of the world and compromising brethren.  May the 
following sermons from this year’s Preaching Conference 
encourage you to “press on” in the battle for souls and 
Godly standards. 

“Three Misconceptions of Salvation”
“The Tragic Omission of Eternity”
“The Five Wounds of Calvary”
   – Evangelist Gary Gillmore

86 EAST OAK HILL ROAD
CHESTERTON, INDIANA 46304-1399

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

                       To Unsubscribe:
email...fundamentalist@fairhavenbaptist.org
website...church.fairhavenbaptist.org
call...1-800-see-fhbc
mail...86 east oak hill road, chesterton, in 46304 

The entire collection of Preaching Conference sermons 
may be purchased through our bookstore in CD format for $20 or 
in MP3 format for $10.  Individual sermons are available on CD 
for $3 each.  Some are also available through sermonaudio.com.  

“The Power of the Resurrection”
   – Missionary Don Whitecar

“God With His People” (parts 1 and 2)
   – Dr. Wilbert Unger

“How To Have Miracles”
   – Dr. Roger Voegtlin

“Victory over a Backslidden Heart”
   – Pastor Courtney Lewis

“Dangers of Adapting CCM”
“Ministerial Burnout”
   – Dr. David Cloud

“Getting a Grip on Graduation” (Graduation Service)
   – Dr. Don Strange

“How To Stand Again”
“The Effects of Pride”
   – Pastor Steve Damron

http://church.fairhavenbaptist.org
http://sermonaudio.com/fairhaven

	_GoBack
	OLE_LINK1
	OLE_LINK2
	_GoBack

